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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 



Lack of unity of invention 
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Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Kl Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Priority 

£3 Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

□ Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fate.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 
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□ Box No. VI 1 1 Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 
2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3D In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the inforrnation in the subsequent or addrtional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment ot opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability - 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
M claims Nos. 1-68 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

_ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 1 -68 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

□ the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

_3 See separate sheet for further details 
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1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 2002/095238 A1 (AHLIN ARNOLD C ET AL) 1 8 July 2002 (2002-07-1 8) 
D2: US-A-6 1 1 2 502 (FREDERICK ET AL) 5 September 2000 (2000-09-05) 
D3: US-A-5 907 493 (BOYER ET AL) 25 May 1 999 (1 999-05-25) 



Re Item III. 

2. Although claims 1 ,9,1 9,27,37,44,59,66 have been drafted as separate independent 
claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from 
each other only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection 
is sought and in respect of he terminology used for the features of that 
subject-matter. The forementioned claims therefore lack conciseness. Moreover, lack 
of clarity of the claims as a whole arises, since the plurality of independent claims 
makes it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the matter for which protection is 
sought, and places an undue burden on others seeking to establish the extent of the 
protection. 

Hence, claims 1 ,9,19,27,37,44,59,66 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

In order to overcome this objection, it would appear appropriate to file an amended 
set of claims defining the relevant subject-matter in terms of a single independent 
claim in each category followed by dependent claims covering features which are 
merely optional (Rule 6.4 PCT). 

Due to the objections stated above no reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with 
regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability is given. 

3. However, the applicants attention is drawn to the fact that dispensing systems as 
proposed by the present application are commonly known. One example for a 
dispensing system can be found in document D1 : an automated medication system, 
remote computer with dispensing orders, authentication device for nurses and 
patients, please refer to D1; abstract; fig 1; par. [0011H0012], [0015], [0057]- 
[0059] and [0132]-[0133]. Alternatively, the applicant may consider documents D2 or 
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D3, also enclosing dispensing systems as disclosed by the present application. 
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